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“He Charges out Errors upon God. 
: The Swiptares a Sufficient Rale. 


Explain th 


em. 
The Cafe of Wicked Priefts, and Blind Guides. 


PUM, 2at 


| | THE | 
REHEARSAL. 
3, After Dr. Edwards, Mr. Hoadly is brought forth. 
But the Prie/thood Ordain’d as an Help to 


This no Excufe to the People for their Contempt of the Clergy. 
i, Of feeking the Lav from the mouth of a Wicked Prie/t. 
Why Mr. Hoadly Drops the Priefthood, | 
{ His Plain Ivamendoes in favour of Socéntanifm. 








SATURDAY, September 6. 1707. 





man. “@” yrOU have now done 
— 4 with Dr. Edwards, 


and Convinc’d me 
fificiently, That tue Point of Epifcopacy will 
fot ftand in his way to be Reconcil’d to 
the Kirk of Scotland, or our Diffenters here, 
wien ther is Reafon for it. But can you 
coe any more of our Divmes, who can 
f 





im at this Rate? ; 

(1.) Rebearfal. More than I will tell you. 
fit for the prefent I will give. you one 
fore, that Dr. Eawards may not ftand by 
himfelf. It is the Reverend John Hoadly. M.A- 
Prebendary of the Cathedral of Sarum, who 
his Printed a Sermon of his own, Preach’d 
there at thé Ajizes for the County ot Wilts, 
the oth of Afarch laft. And he has beftow’d 
this Modifh Title upon it, The Nature and 
Excellency of Moderation, And it is faid to 
be Publifh’d at the Requeft of the Grand Fury, 
all whofe Names to the Number of Jine- 
jen, are added on the backfide of the Title- 
Page, wander their Order for defiring him to 
Print that his Excellent Sermon, for the Eai- 
feation of thofe who had not the Happine/s to be 
ifhis Audience, __ 

Country-man. This is a Sermon in Pomp, to 
Which 19 fo worthy Gentlemen are Vouchers, 
id Recommend it to the Nation. 

Rthearf. | have one of the Second Edition, fo 
that it has Spread, and now let Us fee what 
Good it is like to do. 

(2) The firft he makes Bold with is God 
Himfelf. For {peaking of the Scriprures being 
a Sufficient Rule, and that any Honeft man 
ihay of himfelf find out the Meaning of it, 


‘fo that be foall Err in Nothing Neceffary to 


Salvation, he adds p. 6- Othermife it muft be 


Said, that either God did not Defign to give | 


Us a clear Revelation, or elfe that He coud 
hot fo Exprefs himfelf as to Accomplifh what 
Ht defign’d. Were’s a Dilemma put upon 
God, either that He did not Defign to Lead 
ts Right ; Or elfe, that He Cou’d not Ex- 
prefs himfelf. And Mr. Hoadly fays, this 
Muft be faid. 

Countryem. I fee no Neceflity for {peaking 
$0 Irreverently of the Great God! Thisis the 


Very Plea of the Unprofitable Servant, That | have Corrupted the Covenant of Levi, faith the 


God was a Hard Mafter, Reaping where he 
did not Sow, and Gathering where he had 
not Strewed. And by our Saviour’s Anfwer, 
fuch a one is Condemn’d out of bis own Month. 

(3:). Rebearf. 1 allow the Holy Scriptares 
to be a Sufficient Rule. But there are Helps 
Ordain’d of God towards our better Un- 
derftanding them; Of which if we make 
not the due Ufe, We cannot Plead the O6- 
{curity of the Rule, As if a Child thou'd 
fay, when he went firft to School, I under- 
ftand not Latin, and fhou’d Refufeto Learn. 
Ic is written that the Lips of the, Priefts 
fhow'd preferve Knowledge, and that the Peo- 
ple fhow’d feck the Law at bis Mouth. But we 
live in an Age wherein this Method is De- 
[pif’'d. And our People are as they that Strive 
with the Prieft. Which is Defcrib’'d as fo 
Defperate a Condition, that fuch are to be 
given over, and that it is in vain for any 
to feek to Reclaim them. Let no Man frrive, 
nor Reprove avother , for thy People are as they 
that firive with the Prief.. Hof. iv. 4. And 
we are told that the Scriptures are not of 
private Interpretation, and that the Unlearned 
and the Unftable do Wreft them to their own 
Deftrnition. of this we have too Plentifal 
Experience at this Day in England, where 





Ditchers aid Day-Labourers who can Neither 
Read nor Write, fet up for Preachers and 
draw People after them, as I have. . before 
ltold you am. 238. And. that I cou’d Name 
fome of them. Others fet up for Prophets, 
but can give no Proof of, their ALfion; 
And too many feem Willing to be Deceiv'd. 

(4-) Country-m. You fay, Tbe Lips of the 
Prefis howd preferve Knowlege, But it is not 
Always {0, Priefts may Err.as well as others. 
What fhal! we do then, if our Teachers. lead 
Us Wreng? 

Rehearj. This is the Cafe our Saviour put 
of the Bind leading the Blind. And was 
the Cafe when the Prophet {pake thefe words, 
Mal. 11. 7,8, 9. The Priefts lips frould keep 
knowlege, and they fhould feek the Law at bis 
Mouth; for be is the Meffenger of the Lord of 
Hofts: But ye are Departed out of the may; 





ye have Cans’d many to Stumble at the Law; ye 


Lord 











































Lerd of Fifts: Therefore have I alfo made yor 
Comemptible and Bafe before all the People, accor- 
ding as ye have not kept my ways, but have 
been Partial in the Lat. 

The Priefts were Partial towafds the Peo 


ple, and inftead of Teaching theni tlitir Daty,) 


they Complyd with the Wickedne/s of the 
Times, aud ftudy’d Popularity: And where 
they fhou’d have Reffrain’d the People, they 
Courted them, and few’d Pilows under their 
Arnis; . and follow’d, the Adsdtitude to 
do’ Evil, But inftead of Gaining the E- 
fieem of the People by this, whieh was the 
Temptation prevail’d with them, how Fu/t@was 
itin God to Defezt them even in this! He 
turn’d their Feliticks upon them, and made 
them Bafe and Contemptible betore all the Peo- 
ple, whoin they Feared more than the Lord, 
and to Pleafe them, had Corrupted the Cove- 
nant of Levi, and Proftitutea 1t before the 
Beafts of the People; whom they ought to 
have Led and Govern’d, but inttead of that, 
were Led and Govern’d- by them. And when 
they had made themfelves thus Bafe, it Na- 
turally follow’d that they fhou’d be Comtemp- 
tible, 

(5) But this did in no wife Excufe the 
People for their Contempt of the Priefs, who 
were ftill the Azeffengers of the Lora of Hoff. 
to them. They had‘ Corrapted the Priefts by 
the Jmnpetnofity of their Sins ; And the Prie/t: 
had’ Corrupted themfelves, becaufe they had 
fot Courage to withitand che Torrent. They 
Corrupred each other, and were Boch in the 
Favilt. They were, as it is faid, Like Fevple, 
Like PAcf.  And’God tnieatens for the Wick- 
edne/s ot the’ People, to fend them fuch Priefts, 
as ‘fhéu’d Scorh them in-their Sims, and Sim 
with them. And this is a Terrible Fudge- 
ment indeed ! And inftead of Railing ac the 
Priefts, the People ought to fay their hand 
upon their Heart, and Contider of their Sins, 
‘whiéh® Were thus Punith’d by lettmg them 
be Fitthy Mill, ahd initead of Keprovers, to 
give them Priefs who fhou’d be Encoarager's 
Of ‘their Wickednefs. And theit Conrempe ot 
thefe. very Priefs was an Additional 5:« ti 
‘the Péople.’ “As one Sin generally begets an- 
Other. For thefe Priefts were ftill, by their 
Office, the AMeffengers ‘of the Lord of '‘Hofts. 
‘And our Bitfled Saviour has taught us, That 
wWhotver “bear the’ Office have a Title to our 
‘Obettitnce. Thth frxia Fefus tothe Multitude, ana 
to his Difciples, ayirig, The Scribes ana the Pha- 
rifees fit th MMofés Seat, all therefore ‘whatfoever 
théy bie! yor ‘obferve, that obferve and do; bur 
do vier ye after their Works 5 for they fay, and do 

nor. Math. -xxili. Yee thefe fame Scribes and 

Pharifees, in the’ fame Chaprer, He calls Serpents, 
a ‘Generation of Vipers, Blind Guides, and fays 
to them, Howchn you Efcape the Damnation oj 
Fri? And ‘Hefent the Lepers to the Priejts 
(tho’ then very Wicked) and bade them Offer’ 
according as Mofes had Commanded. He! 
ipreferves the Ji/Hention, and feparats Perfonas 
Cyinies' trom the Office, 

» But eho’ Goa has'given Us ‘Priefs for our 
Ghides; Yet not fo Abfolute and Jnfailibfe, as 
that if they Command ‘us to‘do any thing | 
Dire&iy Contrary to the Word of God, as to 
Kitt, Steal, &c. we are to Obey them, But in 
all other things, in all Jndifferexe things, we: 





\ 
she Inftitution of Ged. And} 
wife, we Rebel! again{t = For ett 
the Prieffs, that we Murraur againgt Pe ~ 
, ) em? 
(6.) Country-%. BU are we to Z0 fe k 
Law trom the Mouth of 2 Wicked py;¢ ; we 
Rehearf. Yes. For tho’ he be Wicke i 
he may Help you to Underftand eee 
And you are not forbidden to go to 
Priefts, befides your Own Parifh-Prief wid ther 
their Help to Underftand the Lay. Th. 
to Worfhip and the Ordinances yOu are obi . 
to keep to your Parifh-Church, when you Bt 
becaufe it is the Order of the Church, i. 
the Unworthines of the Prief will not be Re 
quir’d of you, Or make the Ordinances ie 
oe to you, as I thew’d you before Nui, 
(7.) Country-m. 1 wonder indeed that \; 
Hoadly, being a Price? himfelf, forgot this He, 
which God has Appointed for our Underftap, 
ding the Scriptures. To leave every Man ty 
himfelf in this Cafe, is a Dangerous thing, we 
have feen the Confequences of it. Butt 
Charge it upon God, and put that Alternatig, 
upon Him, That either He did not Defign ne 
fhow’d underftand our Déty, or that He cord 
not Expre/s himfelf, was 4 very Bold and Dy 
ring Actempt! It frights me to think of it! 
Rehearf. Perhaps he was Afraid of the 
Objection of Prie/t-Craft, if he had Touchd 
Upon that Point. Or to have Difoblip 
foine Who Love that werd. But this is no 
keeping up the Covenaxt of Levi. And thof 
Priefis who are Afamd or Afraidto An 
the Commiffion which Chriff has given then, 
Chrift will be Afkam'd of them, when H 
comes in His Glory. He who is Afbamd of 
his Coimmiffion, is Afham’d of Him who Gaveit. 
(8-) And it I miftake not Mr. Hoadly, te 
has very little Concern for his Honow fron 
whom he Derives, or fhou’d Derive his Com 
mijfion, and is ladifferent whether He beGu 
or Afan. For immediatly after what | har 
Quoted of what he fays of God, laying tk 
Fault of our Evrérs rather upon Aim, that 
upon our Selves; he proceeds in che nett 
words to fpeak of Chriff, and of the Aria 
Controverfy concerning His Divinity; andd 
the Holy Trinity; which he do’s not naitt, 
but Deicribes it fo Plainly, that it can be ur 
defftood of nothing elfe; And particilarly 
ot ‘the Term of Confmb/tantial, which the 
Council of Niece made ufe of to Difcover the 
Subtilty of ‘the Arians, Whether I take hin 
Right or ot, the Reader will beft Judge by 
his own words, and he has full Liberty t0 
Explain himfelt. He fays, p. 7 Thofe thing 
which are not Plain, are mot mneceffarys thi 
things we canhor Comprehend, are no farther me 
céffary than is Reveald. And when Men fp 
about to Explain and make them Clear to th 
World, they go about a Work they need not: Bit 
when they thruft into the Faith their VAIN 
PHILOSOPHY, and impofe their SCHO- 
LASTICAL NICETYS for neceffary Religion, 
they do imove than they can Fuftify. How far ome 
COUNCILS have been Guilty of this, carryd 
more With a zealous Hatred toa MANO@ 
PARTY, than a Love to neceffary Trnth let them 
that think it Concerns them, See. 
There is more of it, which I will give you 
in my next. 





are Oblig’d iti-Coafciénce to Obey, becaute it is 
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Lonaon Printed, and Sold by the Bookfellers of London and Wefinsinfter, 17072 
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